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Two goals 
•  Investigate and study  

•  syntactic variation in the Nordic dialect continuum 

•  Document 
  Create a systematic database: Nordic Syntactic 

Judgements Database 
  Sentence evaluation 

  Create a corpus: Nordic Dialect Corpus  
•  Recordings with spontaneous speech of dialect speakers, 

transcribed, and linked directly to audio and video.  



Information to and from 
informants 

•  Information sheet (about the project and 
how the data will be used) 

•  Consent form 
•  Informant form (data about age, gender, 

parents, linguistic and/or multilingual 
situation etc. 

•  List of discussion topics 
•  Gifts 





 Intervju   Samtaler   Spørreskjema   Oversettelse   Eldre opptak 

•  Two informants have a relaxed conversation 
• 20–30 minutes 

•  informal atmosphere 
•  NB! No sensitive information  
•  Everything is reorded and transcribed 

• Results to be inserted into the Corpus 



Intervju   Samtaler   Spørreskjema   Oversettelse   Eldre opptak 

•  Approximately 130 sentences to be evaluated by informants 
•  Graded on a scale:  1 (bad) til 5 (good) 
•  Each sentence is prerecorded in the dialet of the informant, and  
played for the informants 

• Results to be inserted into the Judgments Database 



Mapping of isoglosses 

•  Old maps focus on old interests (phonology, morphology, lexicon) 
•  Old maps based on less systematic data 







Nordic Syntactic Judgments Database 
Denmark Norway Sweden Total 

Places 10 107 46 163 

Infor-
mants 

56 353 32 441 

Sen-
tences 

243 160 178 

Evalu-
ations 

10692 39292 5120 55104 



•  Nordic syntax database 

•  ”Hvem tror du at har gjort det?” 
•  Who do you think that has done it 

•  Check the database  
(Extraction of subject, left and right periphery) 





•  Nordic syntax database 

•  Ikke gå så fort 
•  Not walk so fast 
•  Don’t walk so fast 

•  Check the database 
Imperative clauses, verb placement 





•  Nordic syntax database 

•  Han bakte gjesten en kake 
•  ”He baked the guest a cake” 

•  Check the database  
Double object construction (Verb phrase 

argument structure) 









•  How can the databases and corpora be 
used in a maximally open way for the 
general audience of linguists? 

•  Nordic Atlas of Language Structures 
(Online) 

•  http://tekstlab.uio.no/nals 



•  Language technology for description and 
documentation: 
Written corpora 
Spoken corpora 
Questionnaires -> database with different 

visualization 

•  Library accounts 





• Sentence list in database: marked with flags + glossed in English 






