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A 
Firm understanding of the course literature and evidence of wide reading. Ability to use the 
sources to develop a critical, nuanced and independent analysis. Essay is well written and 
easy to follow. 
 
B 
Presenting most features of an A paper, but something is missing (for example the paper 
does not address the question completely). 
 
C 
Presents mostly a systematic approach. Some critical engagement, but argument could 
have contained more reflection. The analysis could been more complete and in depth. 
 
D 
Engagement with some key issues, but is not critical. Limited reading. Arguments remain on 
the surface. 
 
E 
Does not really answer the question and/or is based on extremely little reading. Paper might 
be very thin in content. The text and the arguments within it are not well organized and/or 
unclear. 
 
F  
Extremely little engagement with the course issues and reading materials. Extremely thin 
content, perhaps below the minimum length requirement. Basic aspects of an academic text 
are missing, like references. Text is difficult to follow and understand. 
 


