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Description  

This examination assesses competency in Old Irish at the introductory level after one semester of 

study. The course met for two hours per week over fourteen weeks. 

The examination consists of two sections. The first section involves translation into English or 

Norwegian of Old Irish sentences, and grammatical analysis of selected words. The second 

section consists of short answers to questions about Old Irish grammar. 

Use of textbooks, grammars, and notes during the exam was permitted.  

Assessment  

Partial credit is given for answers with some errors. Points are given for correct answers but not 

deducted for incorrect answers; i.e., it is not possible to earn an overall negative grade on the 

exam. 

90-100 %, “A” 

An ‘A’ exam will demonstrate an excellent knowledge of the language at the introductory level. 

The translations and the grammatical exercises will contain few or no errors, and the short 

answer responses will demonstrate an excellent understanding of important foundational 

concepts for understanding and translating Old Irish.  

 

80-89 %, “B” 

A ‘B’ exam will demonstrate a very good knowledge of the language at the introductory level, 

but will have a higher number of minor translation and grammatical errors than an ‘A’ exam. 

The short answer responses will demonstrate very good understanding of important foundational 

concepts for understanding and translating Old Irish.  

 

70-79 %, “C” 

A ‘C’ exam will demonstrate a good knowledge of the language at the introductory level. The 

answers may contain numerous minor errors in translation and grammar, but will demonstrate a 

good ability to translate from Old Irish. The short answer responses will demonstrate good 

understanding of important foundational concepts for understanding and translating Old Irish.  



60-69 %, “D” 

A ‘D’ exam will demonstrate some knowledge of the language at the introductory level. There 

may be significant errors in translation and grammar. The short answer responses will 

demonstrate some understanding of important foundational concepts for understanding and 

translating Old Irish.  

 

50-59 %, “E” 

An ‘E’ exam will demonstrate uneven or limited knowledge of the language at the introductory 

level. The short answer responses will demonstrate a weak understanding of important 

foundational concepts for understanding and translating Old Irish.  

 

40-49 %, “F” 

An ‘F’ exam will demonstrate insufficient knowledge of the language at the introductory level. 

Some sections may be left incomplete or unattempted. The short answer responses will 

demonstrate poor understanding of important foundational concepts for understanding and 

translating Old Irish.  

 

 

 

 


