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 Kopi av Information
IRSK2200/IRSK4200 - Introduction to Old Irish
Fall 2023
 
December 8 from 15:00 (4 hours).
 
The exam consists of multiple questions. The questions weigh differently, see their title. There may
be multiple questions per page.
 
If you do not find all necessary signs on the keyboard, click the Omega-sign/Insert special
character. 
 
You may answer in either English, Norwegian, Swedish or Danish.
 
What you write will be stored automatically every 15 seconds. You may, at any time, switch back
and forth between exam modules in order to check what you have done in each; however, the
modules are numbered and you must do each module as a separate unit.
 
Permitted aids:
Ranke de Vries, A Student’s Companion to Old Irish Grammar John Strachan, Old-Irish
Paradigms The glossary in David Stifter, Sengoídelc. Old Irish for Beginners (attached to this
exam text)
 
Look through the whole exam before you start, and pay attention to the number of points each
question gives you. 
 
Good Luck!
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1 Kopi av Part 1. Translation (60 points)
For this section, you must provide a translation of six of the following Old Irish sentences to
English or Norwegian

1.  Ní·dénaimm gnímu maccthai.
2.  Dom·eim-se!
3.  Béoigidir in spirut in corp.
4.  Tánaicc aimser mo aidbarte-se.
5.  Níbu cían íar-sin co·ráncatar tír inna mban.
6.  Rethait uili 7 is óenḟer gaibes búaid diib inna chomalnad.
7.  Cisi in máthair con·bert a ngein-se?
8.  Nachib·mided, .i. nachib·berar i smachtu rechta fetarlaicce!
9.  Is demniu linn a n-ad·chiam húa ṡúilib ol-daas a rro·chluinemmar húa chlúasaib.

10.  Im·luid Bran lae n-and a óenur i comocus dia dún. Co·cúalae a céol íarna chúl.

 
Fill in your answer here

 

Format                    Σ

 

 

Words: 0

Maximum marks: 10
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Part 2. Grammatical analysis (40 points)
For this section, you must provide a grammatical analysis of at least four of the
sentences. That is, you should identify the word class of every word in the sentence,
give them in their lexicon form (nouns: nominative singular, verbs: 3sg present,
adjectives: nominative singular masculine etc.) and analyse them according to the
following parameters:

Nouns: gender and stem class (for example, masculine o-stem), number, and
case. Proper names need only be analysed according to case.
Adjective stem class (for example, o-stem), gender, number, case and
comparison degree [positive, equative, comparative, superlative].
Articles: number, case, gender, [also if the article is attached to a preposition].
Verbs: copula or substantive verb, strong or weak, verb class, simple or
compound, absolute or conjunct, deuterotonic or prototonic, person, number,
tense, mood [indicative/imperative].
Infixed pronouns: identify class (A, B. C), person, number, gender [if
applicable].
Independent pronouns: Define whether it is a personal, possessive,
interrogative, indefinite, or anaphoric pronoun.
‘Inflected’ prepositions and prepositions with article/possessive pronoun: define
pronominal suffix/article/possessive pronoun according to person, number, and
gender [if applicable].
Type of relative clause (absolute, leniting) [if applicable]. Keep in mind that
lenition is only orthographically expressed with certain lenited sounds, e.g., /χ/
(ch) from /k/ (c) and implicit in others, e.g., /β/ from /b/ (both b).
Identify any effects occurring as a result of grammar or syntax (nasalization,
lenition, s or f deletion, etc.), and identify conjunctions, particles (conjunct,
vocative, etc.), non- ‘inflecting’ prepositions, adverbs, adverbial phrases.

1.  Ní·dénaimm gnímu maccthai.
2.  Dom·eim-se!
3.  Béoigidir in spirut in corp.
4.  Tánaicc aimser mo aidbarte-se.
5.  Níbu cían íar-sin co·ráncatar tír inna mban.
6.  Rethait uili 7 is óenḟer gaibes búaid diib inna chomalnad.
7.  Cisi in máthair con·bert a ngein-se?
8.  Nachib·mided, .i. nachib·berar i smachtu rechta fetarlaicce!
9.  Is demniu linn a n-ad·chiam húa ṡúilib ol-daas a rro·chluinemmar húa

chlúasaib.
10.  Im·luid Bran lae n-and a óenur i comocus dia dún. Co·cúalae a céol íarna

chúl.
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2 Kopi av Part 2. Grammatical analysis (40 points)
 
Fill in your answer here

 

Format                    Σ

 

 

Words: 0

Maximum marks: 10
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3 Kopi av Bonus (20 points)
Answer up to 4 of the following questions with one or two concise sentences. Each correct answer
will give 5 points extra.
1. What is the difference between a simple verb and a compound verb?
2. What is the difference between a weak verb and a strong verb?
3. Explain the relationship between absolute and conjunct forms of simple verbs and the
deuterotonic and prototonic forms of compound verbs.
4. What is an infixed pronoun, and how is it used? What must you do if you want to infix a pronoun
with a verb that is simple and is not preceded by a conjunct particle?
5. What is a preverbal particle? Give two examples from the above sentences and explain what
they are/do.
6. Give at least one example of a verbal noun from the above sentences. What distinguishes Old
Irish verbal nouns from infinitives in other, related languages?
Fill in your answer here

 

Format                    Σ
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Maximum marks: 10
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